Pathology of Ulcerative Colitis in Childhood
The pathology of ulcerative colitis is similar in adults and children. The histopathologist can make a useful contribution to the diagnosis and management of the disease by the examination of rectal biopsies in patients of any age (Morson 1972) . The different clinical phases and response to treatment can be recognized by sequential biopsy. More recently it has become clear that multiple biopsies taken from all parts of the colon through the colonoscope are useful in differential diagnosis and management. However, the histological criteria and technique used for colonic biopsies are no different from those used for rectal biopsy.
It appears that ulcerative colitis can affect persons at any age from birth to old age (Coll & Stevenson 1958) . I have examined rectal biopsies and colectomy specimens from babies and very young children and the histology is exactly the same as in adults. However, the one respect in which children may differ from adults is in malignant potential. It is well established that patients with a history of symptoms for more than ten years and total involvement of the large bowel are prone to cancer. It has also been stated that disease going back into early life is an important factor in the risk of malignancy. However, this could be only because onset of symptoms in early life is necessary for patients to live long enough to develop malignant change. In any case it is very important that young children with colitis, whatever the extent of the disease, be followed up for an indefinite period by regular examination, including rectal biopsy, in order to detect the onset of malignant change. It has been shown that a precancerous phase may develop and this can be recognized by rectal biopsy (Morson & Pang 1967 , Hulten et al. 1972 ). There is epithelial dysplasia which can be sufficiently severe to be called carcinoma-in-situ (Evans & Pollock 1972) . The appearances are comparable to the epithelial changes seen in other parts of the body, such as the cervix, which predispose to cancer. However, more accurate histological criteria for the diagnosis of the precancerous phase of ulcerative colitis are required.
